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Louis, Baron of Connado, and the Curate’s Daughter. 
A FICTITIOUS TALE. 


HE vernal beauties were profusely shed on the landscape, 

and cvening’s solar rays seemed to mantle it in an aurife- 
rous garb. ‘Ihe feathered songsters had commenced their 
tuneful vespers to the ruler of all temporal and celestial cir- 
cumstances, which made every grove resound with melody 
sufficient to awake in the melancholy mind the slumbering 
emotions of delight, when Louis, baron of Connado, blooming 
and amiable, left his revered father’s splendid mansion to 
stray in the shrubberies that circumvest it, and to contemplate 
the works of nainre amidst her most delightful solitudes. As 
he with arms folded was musing, and passing through one of 
the most sombre walks in a plantation nearly a mile distant 
from the house, the bewailings of a human voice assailed his 
ears; to the place from whence the voice of distress proceeded, 
he immediately directed kis steps, and on approaching the 
spot he beheld a female genteelly attired, sitting at the foot of 
an ancient fir, with her head reclining on one hand, venting 
her woes to the breezes which gently fanned the overhanging 
branches. He paused, and again listened to her bewailings 
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“ubperceived ; but d listinct articulation was precluded by the 

uperlative sorrow and successive sobs which burst from her 
distracted bosom, .by- which means. be could not ascertain th 
eause that had immersed her in the ocean of trouble.  Lonis 
had a heart susceptible of sympathy, and was the seat of good. 
jature, humanity, apd compassion; stimulated by these he 
oon stood by the woeful : ranger’s side. Absorbed in grief, 
with her eyes fixed towards the ground, be was yet unnoticed 
by her. At leagth, with words suftened with pity, he aroused 
r inattention by, enquiring what misfortune had befa Me n her, 
Wile he spoke she sinsted from her seat, cast a look on the 
barou Wi hie! i words are unable to express, and was barryiag 
“ Stay, unhappy woman,” from 
f.ours sounded in her ears; “ if it be in my power to alleviate 


froin is pres nce, wnen, 


your distresses, aud to chase affliction from you, I am ready to 
co it; therefore you may behold a friend in me, worthy your 
contidence.”. ‘khis arrested her pragress; she stopt; turned 

id and viewed, with eyes suffused with tears, the usknown 


uinor of ber future beatitude. ‘ Generous Sir,” said she, 
vour offer coulers honour on you, and if it bein-your power 


<" } " } ° 
{ fitcud the oppressed, and assist the child of penury, it is 
i ‘ A | : : ne S far 
in your power to restore that tranquillity to my bosom which 
ante jth i rit 


“ Lt am the daughter of a deceased clergyman, a curate, 
lose Whole income did not exceed forty pounds per annum, 
teen of which were annually bestowed in iny edacation, dur 
ing the Space of ten years, Whe the remainder was all ny las 


ther and mother had to subsist on, About two years ago | 
jeft school, and rettirned to the house of my parents, who 
coated on u even to a fault. Lhere i pa sed a twelvemouth 
of yninterrupted bappiness, end crank aose tree of harmless 
pieas re’s uncontaminated ¢ up than [ ouchi to have done, 


consicering u father's resources. B it shifts were made 
, 7" ’ , ore ' oe 
ify my every wish, which rendered the then unthinking 


: ; J d : , 
) ! Py ’ ? ey y t 
{cc ma CoMip.clely conic rtabie. But aids. CaCh Gay speut iu 


pleasure accelerated that in which I was first to experience 
woe. My moter, on returmming one evening from a visit to 
neighbour's, felt herself extremely indisposed, and immediately 
retired to bed; the uext moruing ber jaciep sillon Was Voy 
much advanced, whea medicinal assistauce was called in, but 
to us purpose, for ere the earth had aeflanmed another diarpal 
revoluti n, my dear, my t tender mother, was.embraced by t the 
icy hands ot death.” As she uttered these last words; the 
str .ans of afte 1 copiously flowed down her checks, which 
retarded hes proces i (y, 


tiere the You g baron interposed, and endeavoured to.res 
contiic ber, bur it was in vain, ‘ul! she bad assuaged the pains 
of dcr aching hewt by a tlood of tears, After fiading bet 
a 
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alittle composed, he requested her not to unfdld the remain- 
jny:part of her lngabrious story ’tilla future day. “ I have 
eard enough,” added he, “ and cannot bat’ participate in 
your woes; for the beauty which gleams through your over- 
clouded visage must make the most obdurate heart pity you. 
As for mine, it pities, while it throbs with ecstacy to know that 
it can rescue such a desponding beauty from such an unenvia- 
blecondition.” “ Permit ine, Sir, replied she, to terminate it 
now. | will call up the scattered spirits [ possess, aud be as 
succinct as possible in relating it, as it will spare ine the dissa- 
tisfaction | should experience when relapsed some time henee 
into the identical and mournful tale.” 

The baron conceded to this sentiment, and told her, that as 
she wished to develope it at present, he would readily lend at- 
tention’s ear to listen to the pensive accents which she was about 
locommence ; accents which will no doubt find the accessible 
avenues to my heart. She then resumed. “ After the disso- 
lation of wy much-lamented uiother, my father scemed lost to 
every thing that had hitherto contributed to delight, or afford 
him amusement, whilst I, who was nearly in the same dilemma, 
instead of consoling him, required «a cousolaior. Bat, alas! I 
had none; we have often sat down together, and mingled out 
mutual lamentations and tears, neither being able to start forti- 
tude enough to repress the grief which molested as, to solace 
the other. [In this situation we had nearly passed a twelve- 
month of unsuppressed sorrow, which was of no utility to the 
dead, and of considerable prejudice to the living. Bat natare 
potent nature, must and will have her course. My father, 
though but Jitthe bevond the meridian of life, by contineed 
woe, began to get very much debilitated, and as his enervation 
increased, Fleaven certainly inspired me with fortitude, in or- 
der, I suppose, to buoy me up under the complication of ills { 
was doomed to submit to, and to give my father that consolaiion 
and assistance which was so absolutely reqnisite for him. He 
quickly became emaciated, which visibly angmented, and but 
ashort time elapsed before | was convinced of this unpleasant 
truth, that he Isboured under a consnmption. “Grief, almost 
intolerable, then seized my soul, to think that I should lose my 
only friend, and be cast destitute on a world where the seeds of 
compassion are thinly sown, end those are but badly cul- 
tured, 

“ Thus overwhelmed, I essayed to keep it from him, but he 
read in my face the feelings of my heart, and was not uocon- 
scious of the cause which created them. One day, with words 
preceded by the drops which flow frow affection, he thus ad- 
dressed me: “ Dearest Idelu, I shall shortly pay that debt 
Which is imposed on all mankind. L[ shail, ) trust, in a few 
days, perhaps, in a few hours, be welcomed into Heaven by thar 
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adoring saint your mother. You are not ignorant, I observe, 
of the mortal malady with which [ am afllicted, and which I 
have kept from you ‘tll your own judgment has discovered it, 
I rejoice at futurity, because my conscience tells me [ have 
exeduted my duty as a husband, father, and a Christian. Bar 
1 am. infinitely depressed io leave you uofriended in this world, 
without either a fortune, orahome. But trust, my dear girl, 
to the sure guardian of innocence, the friend of the distressed, 
and the rewarder of virtue.” Here we tenderly embraced, and 
after a short pause be was again going to proceed. But na- 
ture was exhausted, his voice faltered, his tongue forgot its 
functions, his knees grew trewulous, and unable to support 
their burthen; he reeled, fell back on a chair, and with the 
sigh of death extended bis arms towards me, to which I hastily 
repaired, and while I clang round his neck, the soul of the 
best of father’s forsook its earthly tenement. After withdraw. 
ing my arms from the lifeless body, | gazed on it a moment, 
aud fell ina state of insensibility on the floor, and the servant 
aitending really believed that 1 too had expired ; but I was re- 
called to life and light, to partake longer of the bitter loaf of 
life and affliction, iv following the relics of my beloved sire to 
the tomb, and to be driven from his house by his unrelenting 
successor. Three days have flown on leaden pinions since | 
reluctantly quitted it; and here, Sir, L have remained two of 
them without sustenance, not knowing unto whom to apply to 
for relief.” 

The baron, after discovering who he was, exclaimed, “ Be 
comforted, Idela; Idela be comforted ; cease your lamentations, 
and no longer repine. I will conduct you to my fathers 
princely villa, and introduce you to my sister, whose compas 
sion for the unfortunate will endear ber to you. ‘Tenderness, 
affability, and courteousness, are ber ho ndmaids; which, with 
her soothing conversation, will Jull your uoh: appiness asleep, 
and bid you forget your woes, The tears of gratitude, as he 
spoke, gushed from her speaking eyes, when he offered her the 
help of bis arm to escort her home. She returned unnum- 
bered thanks to her benefactor, and soon beheld the face of 
the baron’s amiable sister, whom she found was not over-rated 
by him in her benevolence. She accominodated Idela with 
every thing that could tend to dispel the misfortunes which 
hed henceforth been abundantly lavished on her, 

In a few months the clouds of sorrow were dispersed, and 
complacence sat triumpbanily enthroned on her engaging face. 
Nor was this face unnoticed by Louis, who often gazed on it 
wuh increasing rapture. Ile frequently conversed with ber 
and found that her parents had given ler an excellent educa 
tion, and that her mind was eminently enlightened, ‘The seas 
bility she possessed, the’ many charms pourtrayed i in me Ve 











serve, 
ich I 
ed it, 
have 
But 
orld, 
girl, 
essed], 
and 
it na- 
at its 
port 
1 the 
stily 
r the 
raw 
bent, 
VARE 
iS res 
if of 
re to 
ing 
ce [ 
o of 
ly to 


‘ Be 
jons, 
her's 
pas- 
ness, 
with 
eep, 
s he 
r the 
ume 
e of 
ated 
with 
hich 


and 
race. 
mit 
her, 
cas 
nsi- 
r ve 


a] 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 783 


sage, and the elegance of her figure, soon stamped id Louis’s 
heart a stroager jinpulse than pity, which he found grauaily 
increased, ‘till at last it became so powerful and tortnenting as 
to destroy, his repose. The baron’s wound, however, was not 
incurable, for {dela was a sovereign, balsam that cou!d subdue 
the smart, and healit.. He disclosed his passion to her, aud 
solicited her hand; but she remonstrated warmly with hun on 
the occasion, ulledging that one of such obscure paréoteage as 
herself, and not possessed of a fragment of fortune’s gelden 
store, was unworthy his attention.“ Charming [dela,” re- 
turned Louis, “ fortune’s. minion, and the elitd of nob lity, 
are nothing to me; the charms they possess are no way ade 
quate to your’s., You know I am an instrument whiew hos 
greatly contributed to your present felicity ; be eratefal - im- 
plore you, and reward me with yourself, and then your captive 
Louis will be amply compensated.” “ Restorer of my wonted 
happiness,” said she, “ you have touched the chord which vi- 
brates to my heart: I never, never will be called ungrateful ; 
therefore if you can obtain your father’s permission. (which I 
deem is a ditheult task,) the orphan who now siinds before you 
yields to be the reward of unparalleled goodness.” “ By 
Heaven,” while his cyes sparkled with delight, “ my bliss is 
sealed (said the transported baron) for my father’s consent is 
alieady granted. I had acquainted him of my choice, before 
I discovered my mind to you, and he not only consented, but 
greatly approved my taste, in fixing on sensibility, prudence, 
aud beauty, rathgr than ou the affluent, gay, and flaunting co. 
guetie.” Their hands were soon conjoined, and never did a 
pair enjoy more connubial felicity, or a father greater satistac- 
uon than the baron’s did to witness their mutual endearments. 


Rackenford. F. L. VEYSEY. 





Account of the Revolution in Sweden, the Election of 
Bernadotte as Crown Prince; with Anecdotes of him, 
and his Character delineated. 


(Cor cluded from Page 770.) 


T is well known that Prince Augustenburgh :did not long 

survive his clection to the dignity of crown prince of Swe- 
den. A disorder in his bowels carried bim off duting the 
course of the year 1811. The circumstances of bis death oc- 
casioved a suspicion that he had been poisoned, and Count 
Feisen and bis sister were, from some circumstances, suspected 
as the perpetrators of the crime. The populace, upon this 
news, became appiehensive of another revolution, and were in 
consequence reosed almost to frenzy. When Count Fersen 
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appeared in the s:reets of Stockholm, he was immediately 
sorrounded by a crowd of people, and speedily cudgelled to 
death by blows with uinbrellas, the only weapons with which 
they were provided. ‘Ihe actors in this disgraceful tumult 
were supposed to have been of a rank somewhat higher than 
that of the common people. But no inquiry was ever made: 
a proof of the unsettled state of Sweden, and the feeble power 
possessed by the new government. It was afterwards ascer- 
tained to the conviction of every body, not only that the 
count wis iiimocent, but that Prince Augustenburgh had not 
been poisoned, but had died in consequence of a natural 
disease. 

A new crown prince was to be elected, and various candi- 
dates offered themselves. It is universally known that the 
choice fell upon Bernadotte, prince of Ponté Corvo, who, at 
that time, had the command of a Freach army io the north of 
Germany, and who had begun his carcer as a private soldier in 
the French army. By what secret springs this election was 
conducted, it was quite impossible to learn. But the nature of 
the choice, und the war with Great Britain, Jead one strongly 
to saspect the all-powerful application of French influence. 
The Swedes all vehemently deny the existence of any such in- 
fluence, snd affirm that the election of Bernadotte was very 
much contrary to Buonaparte’s wishes. But 1 do not believe 
that any one of those persons, with whom | conversed on the 
subject, had any means of acquiring accurate information. 
The secret means employed were probably ‘known only toa 
very smal! number of individuals, and Beroadote’s consum- 
mate prudence, for which he is very remarkable, will probably 
hary the real truth for ever in oblivion, uniess some untoreseen 
change in the affairs of Europe should make it his interest to 
divulge the secret. 

There can be no doubt that Bernadotte was very popular 
both in Haaover and at Hamburgh, and that his behaviour to 
the Swedes, whien he was applied to about concluding a peace 
with the French emperor, bad made a powerful impression in 
ins favour. His great abilities were generally known, and 
Sweden stood greatly in n ed of a prince of abilities to raise 
her from the state of extreme feebleness into waich she had 
fallen. [¢ is affirined in Sweden, that a coolness had for some 
time existed between Buonaparte and the prince of Ponte 
Corvo, in consequence of Buonaparte, upon some occasion or 
other, throwing up to him his origival rank of a private sol- 
dier. Such a story is well suited to the impetuous rudeness 
which characterises Buonaparte; but it does notagree with 
the mild temper and consummate prudence of Bernadotte. ‘To 
judge from appearances, he has not a good opinion of his own 
countrymen, for avt a single Preachman is employed on in 
the 
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the Swedish army orin any other situation, and all the applica; 
cations which have been made to him by Frenchmen. have 

been uniformly refused. Lt was be that brought about a peace 
between Great Britain and Sweden. The French. emperor 
was hurt at his conduct, and in consequence took possession 

of Swedish Pomerania. Wheu the Russian war began last 

summer with France, he went over to Obo, had a conference 
with the emperor of Russia, and it is confidently asserted that 
he planned the campaign which proved ultimately so success- 
ful to Rassia, and so disastrous to France. Yet. all. this while 
he has most carefully abstained from issuing any, declaration, 
or involving Sweden in any active part against France. If 
Buonaparte prove, ultimately, successful, there can be little 
doubt that his conduct will admit of apology with Buona- 
parte, in consequence of the difficulty of his situation: while, 
on the other band, if Britain and Russia prevail, he is gone far 
enough to secure the friendship of these twopowers. Nothing 
therefore can be more skilful than the conduct which he has 
pursued. Indeed it may be questioned whether any other 
would not, im the present circumstances, have endangered his 
own situation, or the very existence of Sweden as a nation. 
Nothing would have been easier for him than to have induced 
Sweden to enter into an alliance with France. The Swedish 
nobility have all had a French education, and they have 
adopted a good deal of the manners and opinions of that 
volatile and unprincipled nation. The Swedes have .been so 
long accustomed to an alliance with France, that it has become 
in some measure natural to the nation. They have imbibed 
the opinions, which Buonaparte bas divulged with so much ia- 
dustry, respect ng the danger of Great Britain bolding the do- 
minion of the sea, and the injury which British commerce 
and British manufactures do to other uations. These opinions 
ladmit to be inconsistent with the knowledge of the first prin- 
ciples of commerce, and even of common sense, and show 
a most miserable ignorance of the real interests and real state 
of Europe. Yet lL have heard them gravely maintained by 
some of the most sensible men in Sweden. If to ail this we 
add the severe treatment which they have met with from the 
Russians, and the natural jealousy which every nation must 
have of a powerful and encroaching neighbour, we, shall not 
be surprised thatthe great boay of the Swedes iv the present 
war take the part of the French, and are secretiy hostile to 
Britain ane Russia. When 1 was at Stockhold this appeared 
very strongly marked. When any news arrived of successes 
gained by the Russians, the faces of every one you met indi 

cated disappointment and uneasiness. When news arrived of 
successes gained by the I'rench, every person was In ecsiasy, 
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reside in Sweden, and who constiiute a sinall but respectable 
and wealthy body. 

But had Bernadotte induced the Swedes to unite with 
France, the infaliible consequence would have been, Supposing 
Russia capable of standing her ground, that he would have 
been attacked by Great Britsin and Russia, two powers that 
could with the utmost exse have divided and conquered the 
whole kingdom. On the other hand, had he united with. Rug. 
sia, and declared war against France, the consequence would 
have been, supposing Buonuparte soecessful, that he would 
have been driven from the Swedish throne, and reduced again 
to a private station. We inust adaiit therefore that no part of 
the conduct of Bernudutte hus hitherto laid open his real in- 
tentions—if he has any other intentions than to preserve his 
situation, and be regulated ia his alliances by circumstances, 

As soon as Bernadotie was elected crown prince of Sweden, 
some of the Swedish bi shops went aver to Denmark, aad made 
hitn sigu a renunciation of the Koman Catholic religion, and 
an acknowledgement that he had ensbraced the Lutheran tenets, 
At the same time he was baptized by the name of Charles John 
(Carl Johan), When he landed in Sweden, he was met bya 
nobleman sent by the diet to receive him. As soon as they 
met they embraced. By some accident the two stars with 
which they were decorated caught hold of each other, so that 
when they otiempted to separate, they found themselves eutaa- 
gled. “ Monseigneur,” said the nobleman, “ nous nous some 
mes attache.” “ J’espere,” answered the crown prince without 
hesitation, * qu il est pour jamais.” Soon after his arrival in 
Sweden, he sent his wife and his whole family out of the coun- 
try, except his eldest son, Prince Oscar, a boy about fourteen 
years of age, it is well kuown that at present the rest of his 
family is in France. This step occasioned a good deal of spe- 
culation in Sweden, and much anxiety to know the reason of 
a conduct apparently so unnatural. A nobleman one day said 
to him, that the Swedes had always been accustomed to hear 
a great deal concerning the royal family; that they would of 
course be very inguisit]ve about his family, and on that ac- 
count he wanted to know from his royal highness what answer 
he should give if any person asked him about the family of 
the crown prince: “ In that case,” replied Bernadotte, “ you 
may say that you know nothiug of the matter” 

« The crown prince seems im fact to be really the king af 
Sweden. Charles XItf. never appears in public, and he iss 
old and infirm that he is not probably able to manage the af 
fairs of the kingdom, were he evenso inclined. The first ease 
of the crown prince was to restore the army which had been 
destroved during the unfortuuste wars of the late King, and-te 
bring it wuain to a state of respectability. The French mode 
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of levying troops by conscription, which the late king had in 
vain attempted to introduce, was resorted to. The Swedish 
urmy, at present, amounts to 50,000 men, besides the supple- 
thentary troops, who may be 30,000 more; but are chiefiy 
boys, or young men under twenty. All the troops are dressed 
im French uniform, and the French tactics have been introdu- 
ced into all the regiments. I saw a review of about 6000 Swé- 
dishtroops. The orders were given by the crown prince him- 
self, and the skill of the troopsand the rapidity of their move- 
thems seemed to me to be very great. Every Swedish soldier 
has a house and a piece of ground assigned to him, by the cul- 
tivation of which he supports himself when not in the field. 
When called out he is supported by government. By this con- 
trivance the Swedish army costs the country much less than it 
otherwise would do. ‘The men are kept from vice, and their 
health and hardihood is probably promoted. When they are 
collected for drill, the first thing they do every morning on as- 
sembling is to sing a hymn. This practice they follow like- 
wise when they go into action. It is said to have originated 
with Gustavus Adolphus, 

The crown prince seems to be very popular in Sweden ; every 
body spoke well of him. When he passed by the ranks of the 
Swedish troops, he was received with huzzas. He isa middle 
aged man, with a dark complexion, an agreeable expressive 
countenance; but a little disfigured by the size of his nose. 
He cannot express himself intelligibly in Swedish, The per- 
son who has the charge of his horses is an Englishman, who 
has beeo with him these eight years. 





—— — ————— = 


ATTACK OF SMOLENSK. 





[From Porter’s Campaign in Russia.] 


TAPOLEON having refreshed his troops at Vitepsk, and 
i | alsy having received information of the approach of re- 
inforcements from Tilsit to Wilna, put himself in motion. He 
ordered the corps of Beavharnois and Murat to march epon 
the Boristhenes. op the 13th of August, 1812: the first to-cross 
the river opposite to Rossassna, and the latter near Higonrina. 
Having thus concentrated his force, he meditated an imme- 
diate attack upon Smolensk. Barclay de Tolly intended to 
wait alone the approach of his adversary, having detached his 
generals of division on other services. With this view he 
placed his army on the line of heights which cover Smolensk, 
onthe right bank of the Boristhenes. The city was defended 
by 30,000 men, who held communication with him by three 
bridges. 
Vol. 53. 6D From 
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From the ancient character of the walls which encircled 
Sinclensk, they were found but ill suited to modern warfare, 
their, chief defences being high and ill-fashioned towers. 
However, to turn even these to advantage, the Russians planted 
them with pieces af Leavy orduance, sufficient to command 
most of ihe ways leading through the Fauxbourghs. The 
French army continued to approach the city in a very.mena- 
cing attitude, having been receatly reinforced by the, division 
under Poniatofsky, which had joined them from Mohiloff on 
the loth. By this junction, the whole force of the enemy was 
directed against this city. The possession of it would involve 
many advantages on the side of the French. Its acquisition 
musi dislodge the Russians from their present commanding 
station, which was unquestionably the mest favourable ground 
ea which they could make a stand, between the Boristhenes 
and Moscow; and when they were driven away, the road would 
be left free for the advance of Napoleon to the capital of the 
czars. Smolensk bad been always considered as a post of the 
Lighest importance to the rival powers. In former ages. it had 
been the object of many hot contentions, and had known all 
the evils of war; but fora long lapse of time it had lain in 
tranquillity, enjoying its distinciion and its repose. Thus was 
the venerable city of Smolensk, when the blast of invasion 
reached its walls, aud its inhabitants saw the hills which sur- 
rounded them embattled with the ranks of their country. The 
old aud the feeble, the women and children, fearful of the 
consequences, fied the place in every direction, Some sought 

urity in Moscow, some in Yerrowsloff, and thousands took 
refuge with iue army on the neighbouring heights. Smolensk 
might be the field of combat, but its veterans took care that it 
should not be that of spoil; for immediately on hearing of the 


approach of the French towards the:y quarters, they stripped 


the city oi all its valaables, even to the treasures of the 
churches, and sent them under convey to a place of safety. 
Bucnuaporte bad guitied Viiespk on the {Sth of August: on 
the 10th he was at,the licad of the army before Sinolensk. He 
lost no iime in reconugitving the city, and the position which 
the Russians beid on the opposite bank of the river. The city 
he intended to cary immediately, and therefore gave orders 
for an assault to commence at the eatrenched suburbs, while 
by the destruction of the three 


bridges, all succours to the Russians from their comrades on 
the heigits. He lad little doubt that the fall of the city 
would give him possession of those heighis, as he concluded 
from the Russians not having occupicd the Ich bank of. the 
Dateper, they would, on ibe loss of the t Wily abandon. the 
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tions; directions were given to Ney to form bis divisions, tak- 
ing up the ground ov the left, and supporting his flank on the | 
Doieper.’ DVavoust planted his division in the centre, and 
Poniatolsky on his right. ‘Jwo reserves of cavalry and guards 
were posted in the rear. With the former were Beauharnvis 
aud Murat; wiih the latter Napoleon. The army, thus formed, 
moved forward close upon the Russian front. 

The engagement began on the morning of the 17th of 
August. From the extreme poiut of the Rassian right, to that 
of their lett, the fire of artillery poured destroction through 
the enemy's ranks; rapid discharges of musketry, which -ran 
along their front, seconded the guns with a horriile carnage. 
The attack of the French was not less vigorous, nor terrific 
Their numerous artillery gave bloody auswer to that of the 
Russian position: while their multitude, and concentrating 
movements, bore along with a force that seemed formed to 
sweep all before them. ‘The troops of Pouiatofsky, assisted 
by a corps of cavalry and light artillery, after a hard struggle, 
succeeded in dislodging from an excellent posiiiou a consider- 
able body of Russians. ‘Lis advantage enabled the enemy to 
throw up a battery upon the spot, which they immediately 
opened upon the south bridge with effect. ‘The battle now 
raged with the most desperate fury. In spite of a dreadful 
fire from the Russian artillery, the enemy pushed on to the en- 
trenched suburbs, and, at the very mouths of the guns, ate 
tacked the Russian troops at the poiut of the bayonet. The 
havoc on both sides was prodigious. ‘The earth was covered 
with the wounded and the dead; but nothing seemed capable 
of shaking the firmness of the Russians, ‘They stood like a 
rock. before the repeated attempts of the Trench to break a 
way through them. For upwaids of two bours this bloody 
coutest was maintained ; at Jast their movements were impeded 
by the numbers of the slain, and finding that accessions ot 
hostile troops pressed upon their thinned ranks, the Nussians 
retired towards Smolensk, disputing every inch of ground, ’till 
the enemy was checked by nee fire from its ancient towers. 

Barclay de Tolly, on seeing that the suburbs on the op- 
posite quarter of the city we re forced, and that the city itself 
was threatened, determined to defend it, for at least some 
hours, in order to gain time for Br: igathion’s sarmy, then on the 
Moscow ro vad, to move on io Dorogobouche, where the com- 
mender in chief now decided on joining it. ‘Phe Russian bat- 
teries had been planted to great advantage all along the heigints. 
One battery of fifteen pieces did much execution on the 
enemy's right, and drove’ him from the ground he occupied 
with that part of bis artillery which had poured so destructive 
a fire on the upper —. Another battery of twenty piece 
cheeked the enemy his advance through the suburb con- 
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nected with the St. Petersburgh bridge. The city now bes 
eame the immediate object of attack. The five from its walls, 
as well as froma few lousely constructed works at their feet, 
kept the enemy at bay. But he Jost nat a moment in.cors 
structing breaching batteries at different paints, and so well 
placed, that a short time only was necessary to-oblige the 
troops, who manned the trifling out-works, to leave them to 
their fate. No resistance was now left to the assailants but by 
the good old towers and venerable breastwork of the city. A 
tremendoys fre opened tram the Trench batteries upon those 
antique battlements, and gave no pause, even when its flushes 
alone lit the terrible darkness of the night. 

The Russian general mean-while ordered an active defence 
to be kept up, while he made arrangements for the march of 
the army to Dorogobouche. it was seven o’cloek in the evens 
ing when the first columa was put in motion; it was com- 
manded by General Toutchkoti, and composed of three corps 
of infantry, and the first reserve of cavalry. bt took the route 
to Bradichino. At nine, the second colnmn, under command 
of Docharoff, proceeded iv a nearly paraliek direction, by the 
road leading to Yalkoff-Pastiloti. General arff, with a strong 
division that occupied the city aad the suburbs of Sa, Peterse 
burgh, was to form the geand rear-guard, and to defend him- 
self against every attack, until he had advice that the rest of 
the army lad cleared the French lines. Lie was then to de- 
stroy all that might be serviceable ta the enemy, and evacuate 
the city. Platoil, with his Cossacks, was to follow this body, 
and froin a chain of detached corps between Prondicai and 
Woukoffachina. The hours of destruction rolled on, and the 
ruin and death of thousands became the horrible marks of 
French aggression. Many attempts were made to carry, by 
assault, the walls which were now beginning to give way; but 
what stone could not withstand, the courage of men breasted, 
and the assailants were repulsed in every attack. 

The interior of this once beautiful capital now began to pre- 
sent a scene heart-rending to the eye of a common spectator, 
but glorious to that of the patriot. Every magazine was 
gradually destroyed—every edifice fired which could offer a 
resource to the eneury. ‘Those of the inbabitants who remained 
after the general ihght, were. the first to apply their torches. 
‘The flames spread rapidly through every quarter, aod: the 
houses, which were chiefly built of wood, quickly conducted 
their influence over the whole extent of this once fine city, 
whose centre now blazed forth in vast velumes of fire and 
smoke. Napoleon, in his reportof this event, gives a perfect 
idea of its appearance, in these words: “ Ja the midst of a fine 
night in August, Smolensk offered to the eyes of the Freuch, 
the 
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the spectacle that presents itself’ to the inhabitants of Naples 
during aa irruption of Vesuvius. 

During this memorable defence against so supe rior a force, 
no troops were more distinguished for their unreceding valdur 
tam a large body of ‘the newly raised Russien militia. Its in- 
trepidity and discipline would have added Jaurels to the most 
veteran brows. Two hours after the conflagration commenced, 
General Kortf destroyed the communication with the right 
bank of the Daieper, and then followed tre steps of the lead- 
ing coluinns. - ‘The enemy perceiving that the Russian army 
was in foil retreat, and the fire frou the walls bad subsided, 
advanced, and, wrhout farther resistance, took possession of 
the city in the morning of the 18th of August. 

No pen can describe the rage of Napoleon on beholding the 
spectacle which then presented itself, The spacious streets 
were. blocked with rained and falling heuses, and magnificen 
buildings were blazing in every direction, threatening the total 
consaurption of those that remained yet uninjured. ‘To pre- 
serve some means of quartering hrs a4 the French leader 
immediately ordered every exertion to be made to stop the 
progress of the famnes. The men auiployed in this service 
gave themselves little trouble in their duty: instead of attempt- 
ing to extinguish the fires by which they were surrounded,’ 
the y spread themselves all over the eity wherever the burning 
destruction had not se ized, and entering the houses and. 
charckes, pillaged whatever valaables they found, and mur- 
dered, with the most unheard of cruclties, all whom accident 
or attachment to their native city bad lefe in their way. Time, 
therefore, was the solé extinguisher of this’ immense conflag- 
ration, and it was not unul the evening of the 109th that the 
fiames of this sacrifice expired, and Simoleask becaine shrowd- 
ed in a veil of black stroke. 

Napoleon, in passing over the ashes of this city, was heard 
toexclaim, “ Never was a war prosecuted with such ferocity. 
Never did defence put on so hostile a shape against the feel- 
iags of self preservation. ‘These people treat their own coun 
trv as if they were its enemies. Re 

The luss of buman hfe during tiis contest was immense. 
Not jess than 100,000 meu must have been enoaced. © Four 
thousand fell on the Russian side, imong who were many 
brave officers, though’ none of distinguished name)’ Their 
wounded anyounted to about 2000. The French aecaunt of 
their loss is absurdly trifling, and we only wonder how the wri- 
ter could have the folly to suppose it would be credited: he 
states it at po more than 700 killed; he allows of 3200. wownd- 
ed, but closes the bulletin with the exaggeration that the Rius- 
sians lost 14,700 men. Possession ef even the buruitre’site of 
Smolensk was not to be gained on such easy terms, The man- 
ner 
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ner of the attack, and the determination of its defence, are 
sufficient evidences that the assailants must have suffered the 
creater loss in lives. ‘The Russians, when the suburbs were'at- 
tacked, were in a great degree covered by their entrench- 
ments; while the enemy’s troops were advancing for a consi- 
derable length of time, completely exposed to the galling and 
heavy fire of the artillery and small arms. The information 
given by Spaniards, who came over, and prisoners taken at the 
time, leave it beyond a doubt, that Napoleon lost more men 
on that bleody day than he deemed it prudent to acknowledge 
in his ‘bulletins. The true report would bave been nearer 
thirteen thousand im killed and wounded, without including 
several generals, three of whom are admi:ted to have fallen. 

Smolensk was now jn the hands of the invader, but al! its 
trophies were its cannon, and the smouldering ashes of ‘its once 
populous streets. He and his generals took up their residence 
in the episcopal palace, which had escaped the flames, and the 
troops were ordered to seek repose in any buildings they might 
find standing. The churches that remained uninjured were ap- 
propriated to the use of the cavalry. Had Napoleon entered 
Russia with the wishes of the inhabitants, this last measure 
would have been sufficient to turn their good will into detesta- 
tion. The sight of a licentivus soldiery bursting into the sa- 
cred edifices, struck to their hearts with amaze and _ horror; 
but when they beheld horses pass the consecrated threshold, 
their vehement indignation is not tobedescribed. Their expres- 
sions were answerable to their feelings; and the few who yet 
survived were made to shed their blood with their tears, belore 
the doors of their defiled churches. : 


Anecdotes of Dir. Samuel Johnson. 


From Mr. Northcote’s Memoirs of Sir Joshua Reynolds, lately pub- 
lished. ] 


‘ 

A T the time when Sir Joshua resided in Newport-street, he 
i one afternoon, accompanied by his sister Frances, paid a 
visit to the Miss Cotterells, who lived much in the fashionable 
world. Johnson was also of the party on this tea visit, and at 
that time being very poor, he was, as might be expected, rather 
shabbily and slovenly apparalled. ‘The maid servant, by acci- 
dent, attended at the door to let them in, but did not koow 
Johnson, although he had been a frequent visitor at the house, 
be having always been attended by the man-servant. Johnson 
was last of the three who came in, when the servant maid, see- 
ing this uncouth and dirty figure of a man, and not conceiving 
he could be one of the company who came to visit her mise 
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tresses, laid hold of his coat just as he was going up stairs, and 
pulled him back again, saying, “ You fellow, what is your bu- 
siness bere? [ suppose you intended. to rob ihe house.” . This 
most uulucky accident threw poor Johnson into such a fit of 
shame and-ayger, that he roared out like a bull, for he could 
notimmediately articulate, and was with difficulty at last able 
to utter, “ What have [ done? What have I donef’, Nor 
could he recover himself for the remainder of the evening, 
from this mortifying circumstance. 

{a unison with the preceding anecdote of the doctor, whose 
external nppennnen bad so much deceived the servant at the 
Miss Cotterels; [ may also noie that Johnson, itis wellknown, 
Was as re smarkably uncouth in his gait and action as, slovenly 
in his dress; insomuch as to attract the attention of passea- 
gers who. by chance met him in the street. Once, particularly, 
be was thus annoyed by an impertinent fellow, who noticed 
him, aud insultingly imitated him so ludicrously, that the doc- 
tor could not avoid seeing it, and was obliged to resent it, 
which be did in this maaner:—* Ab!” said Johnson, “ you 
are a very weak fellow, and I will convince you of it;” whea 
immediately he gave him a blow which knocked the man out 
of the footpath into the dirty street, flat on his back, and the 
doctor walked calmly on. 

Roubiliac, the famous sculptor, desired of Sir Joshua that 
he would introduce him to Dr. Johnson, at the time when the 
doctor lived in Gough-square, Fleet-street. His object was, to 
prevail on Johnson to write an epitaph for a monument on 
which Roubiliac was then engaged, for Westminster Abbey. 
Sir Joshua accordingly introduced the sculptor to the doctor, 
they being strangers to each other, and Johnson received him 
with much civility, and took them up into a garret, which be 
considered as his library, in which, besides his books, all co 
vered with dust, there was an old crazy deal table, and a still 
worse and older elbow chair, having only three legs. Jn this 
chair Johnson seated himselt, after having, with considerable 
dexterity aud evident practice, first drawn it up against the 
wall, whici served to suppor it on thatside on which the les zig 
was deficient, He then took up his pen, and demanded w bat 
they wanted him to write On this Roubiliz ic, who was a true 
Frenchman (as m 1y be seen by his works), began a most bom- 
basiic and rie dicuious harangue, on what he thought should be 
the kind of epitaph most proper for the purpose, all which the 
doctor was to write down for him in correct language ; when 
Johnson, whocould not suffer any one todictate to him, quickly 
interrupted hun man avery to 1e ot voice, saying, " Cone, 


come, dir, let us have no more of this bombastic ridiculous 


thodumontade, but let me know, in simple language, the name, 
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character, and quali ty, of the person whose epitaph you intend 
to have me write. 

Such'was the first interview of two. men, both eminent for 
genius; and of Koubiliae | may here record another anecdote, 
which took place on the return of that sealptor from Rome, 
when hepaid a visit to Reynolds, and expressed himself in rap- 
tures on what he had seen on the continent—on the exquisite 
beauty of the works of amtiquity—and the captivating and 
Juxuriant splendour of Bernun, “ Lt is natoral to sappose,” 
seid he, “ that | was iafimitely impatient till | had taken a sur- 
vey of my ewn performences in Westminster Abbey, after 
having seen such a variety ot excellence, and by G—, my own 
work jooked tome me: igre aid starved, as if made of nothing 4 
but tobacco-pipe 

There is no doubt that Miss Reynolds gained much of his 
(Jeunson’s) goodwill, by her good hamoured attention to his 
extraordinary predilection for tea, he himself saying, that he 
wished his tea kettle never to be cold; but Sir Joshua having 
once, whiist spending the evening at Mr. Cumberland’s, re- 
minded him of the enormeus quantity he was swallowing, ob- 
serving tltat he had drawk eleven cups, Johnson replied,“ Sir, 
I did not ceunt your glasses of wine,—why then should you 
number up my cups of teal” 





ON THE CHINESE. 





By J. C.. DeLameruertie. 


i le Chinese appear to be the first who made any great 
progress in the arts, and consequently in the scicuees. 
Gunpowder and cavnon were known to the Chinese many 
cen‘uries before the vulgar era. Their historians relate, that 
at this period one of their emperors, named Vittey, used them 
with grent advantage agninst the Tartars. (See Bottée and 
Ritfault, Treatise on the Art of making Gunpowder, Part L.) 
This knowledge of gunpowder did not extend to the neigh 
bouring nations ; for it does not appear that the Hindoos pos- 
sessed it. The accounts of the expeditions of Bacchus and 
Sesostris, in these countries, would have wentioned it, had it 
existed. Porus, if he had possessed cannon, would have used 
them against Alexander; and those of the Seleucides, his suc- 
cessors, who penetrated into India, never heard it mentioned. 
Not even the ‘lartars appear to have been acquainted pr 
it. Its use was unknown in all the expeditions of Attila, 
Genghis, of Timour; those barbarians who traversed Soa 
earth toslaughter mankind, and establish their odious despotism. 
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The Chinese were equally acquainted for many centuries, 
with the properties of the magnetic needle. It appears that 
they communicated this knowledge to the people on the coasts 
of the Persian gulph, and of Arabia, who traded with those 
countries: these last, at the time of the Crusades, imparted 
the secret to the E:iropeans, who transported it into Europe. 

From the earliest ages the Chinese possessed the art of 
printing, which was not invented in Europe ’till towards the 
end of the fourteenth century. They also manufactured 
porcelain from time immemorial. From the earliest antiquity 
they made astronomical observations. Our astronomers cal- 
culate apon observations made in China for forty centuries. 
(See Flaugergue’s Journal de Physique, vol. 73, p. 418.) All 
these arts brought to such a high degree of perfection, sup- 
pose extensive knowledge and a very ligh antiquity. 

From all these facts: it may be concluded, that the Chinese 
are the most ancient people of which history has preserved any 
record. ‘They cannot be compared either with the Hindoos, 
the Persians, the Chaldeans, or Phenicians; for, judging from 
historical evidence, none of these nations were acquainted with 
these arts. 

Many learned men have thought, that the Egyptians were as 
ancient as the Chinese, or even more ancient; but the facts 
which we have related prove the contrary, for the Greeks, who 
had continual intercourse with the Ezyptians, would. have 
availed themselves of this knowledge, had it been in existence, 
and have left some memorial of these grand discoveries. 

[t must be concluded therefore, that the Chinese are the 
descendants of a people very ancient, well informed, and whe 
have lost every thing through a despotic government. 

Perhaps they are the remains of that ‘Tartar people, among 
whom originated the philosophical system of the Dalay-Lama. 


Ww. 





YOUTH AND AGE, 


A LAS! how often do we see those who possess a zest for en- 

joyment, unable to command the means; whilst others, 

as if tosilence our murmursatthe dispensations of providence, 

when every gratification courts their embrace, Jose entirely all 
relish for life and sink into inactivity and sorrow. 

In the former, hope smiles upon us, and, even in the hours 
of sorrow, solaces us with promises of returning peace; but 
when age, like the hoary frost, beoumbs our faculties and de- 
stroys our vigour, lile ceases her promises, and happiness, in 
this world, must thea be drawn from retrospection. 

Vol. 53. 6 E Answer, 
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Answer;by G. Eyres, of Okeford Fitzpaine, to. Davy's Chatade, inserted - 
the 5th of Fuly. : 

























AY Ged with peace old England crown, 
And atver let REBELLION frown! 


t> A similar answer bas heen received from R. W. S. B. of Plymouth ; 
R. ‘irist, of Ashburton; R.R. Broad, of Falmouth; S$. Duck, of Poule; 
F, L. Veysey, of Racké:ford; J. W. atid’ C. Cox, of Charmouth; C. P. 
of Exeter; and J. Uren, of Penryn. 





“ On 


Answer, by a Correspondent, to M. B.'s. Rebus, inserted August 2, 


aoe is what your rebus méant, 


And with this answer be centent. 


*,* Similar answers have been received ftom J. Kelso, and J. Postle- 
thwaite, of the royal marines at Stoneitouse; F, L. Veysey, of Rackénford; 
R. R. Broad, of Falmouth ; S. Duck, of Poole; and Thomas Sherwiil, of 
Plympton. 





Answer, by J. Kelso, of the Royal Marines, Stonehouse, to R. Broad’s Rebus in. 
serted August 16, 


ee BIRMINGHAM mechanics’ skill, 
With cash their coffers well doth fill. 


{$F We have received the like answer from T. B. and G, M, B. of Sher- 
borne; S. Duck, of Povle; C. Cox,and J. W. of Charmouth; Philomath, 
of Weston Zuyland; J. Postlethwaite, of the royal niarines, at Stonchouse; 
J. Reed, of Plymouth; S. Dunn, late of St. Ansteil; and J. Newland, of 
Blackauton academy - 








4 REBUS, by W. Bickbam, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton. 
WO.FIFTHS of what illumes the earth, 


O’er which vast oceans roll, 
And which preceded nature’s birth, 
It spreads from pole zo pole; 
My second is a plant that grows ! 
Within her deep abyss: 
My whole, transpos’d, is what still shows —_ 
A better world than this: 





An ENIGMA, by S$, Dutk, of Poole. 


ET armies boast, and spurn to yield, 
Yet I can make them quit the held; 
*Twas I that fore’d the vaunting Gauls 
‘To ieave Moscow’s nuperial wails; 
But tho’ so mighty is my pow’r, 
I sometimes die within an hour! 
So short’s my life in Albion’s isle, 
Where every beauty deigns to smile; 
But yet in climates fur remote, 
Where movatains upon mountains float, 
T’m Known te live ftoih year to year, 
And scarcely sear ata car. 


POETRY, 
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On Mr. Webb, the Philanthropisi, some Account of whom 2S Siten w_the 


Entertainer for August 16, 1813 


Wt JE antiquarians wander to exok re 
ihe monuments of nations now ay more; 
While cuitosity the irove Her draws 

O’er Atcie’s burning sands, and Aembla’s snows; 
And a dire tyraat seeks impenal crowns 

Amidst ensanguin’d ficlds, and sywoking towns: 
See WEBB, inspir’c by charity's pure flame, 
Pursue a path that leai's to deathless fame. 

Now see hins stretch the ltheral boon to bless, 
The man of genius struggiing with distress ; 
And now from ruin, and from scenes de fil’d, 
Snatch the deserted youth, and orphan’d child; 
And now expiore, with pity beawing eyes, 

The scenes where suffering worth ‘1 anguish lies; 
Beneath his smile see institutions grow, 

Which lessen human vice, and human wae; 
Before his steps behold distress retire, 

The a rejoice, the vpulent admire. 

Still : y course proceed, thou g dlike man, 
And de divine success at'end thy pian! 

Long may his virtues bless the British iste, 


And cause the hovels of distress to sinile ! 
Andas the pebble does its sullness shake, 
And gives a central motion to the lake, 
Where, as we pase » we see the circles spread, 
And large: t s, and larger yet succeed, 

So may be charitabl eds expand, 


A sympathetic influence o’et ur land! 


feastle Cary, Sepiember 5. J. Be SMITH. 


ree—_——_—-_-- -—- ----- 
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VICTORY AND SPAIN. 





BERTA’s sons! all hail the glorious day, 

When independence shed a bright’ning ray ; 
And strike, td Britain’s praise, the tanefnl lyre, 
Whose martial deeds the opposing hosts admire; 
From shore to shore let peans loudly ring, 
Vittoria’s day, and British valour sing. 


When first th’ invader march’d his hostile train, 
Fir’d by ambition, o’er oppressed Spain; 
Destruction mark’d his desclating course, 

And her small army fled before his force ; 
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The upstart monarch vainly hop’d to find 

A race of-idiwts, to their honour blind ; 

Whom he might govern with an iron rod, 

And bend submissive to his impious nud; 
But ne’er would Spaniards own th’ ubupper king, 
Eternal scandal on their name to bring ; 

But aid implor’d of freedom’s stedtast friend, 
And bade Britannia’s conqu’ring arm extend, 
To save their country from th’ impending fate, 
And raise the glory of their falling state! 


Then gen’rous Britain heard the tale-of woe, 
And bade her legions face th’ invading \foe ; 
Her stately vessels plough the wat’ry main, 
To land her heroes on Iberia’s plain ; 
Not e’en Puictiers, or Agincourt, could boast 
A greater gen’ sal, or a braver host. " 


On Lusitania’s shore, by Wellesley Jed, 
At Vimiera first our warriors bled; 
Her meed of glory Lalavera pays, 
And fam’d Almeida tunes her song of praise ; 
Badajoz decks the list of batties won, 
And Salamanca hails our darling son; 
Vittoria’s heights (where British valour shone 
Tn days of yore, and shook th’ usurper’s throne,) 
Britannia’s deeds shall to the world display, 
And grateful Spain shall hail her glorious day. 





Sherborne, September 1, 1813. G. M. BUTT. 





SABBATH MORNING. 


—_— 


OW few of ail this hurrying crowd, 
Who press to reach the house of prayer; 
W ho seek the temple of their God; 
Seek him whose spirit hovers there! 


See yon demure and pious maid, 

She surely shews devotion true ; 
In robes of purity array’d 

Her bonnet, not her heart, is new! 


To yonder heaving bosom turn, 
Which swells with pious rapture high ; 
With sacred zeal her heart must burn 
Ah! trace the coquette’s glancing eye | 


That grave and stately sage—indeed 
His thoughts must be on Heaven intent : 
But, Heaven, perhaps, in him may read, 
A pondering wish for cent. per cent! 


With nimble steps and eager haste, 
That pious youth with pleasure view, 

Who tears a single moment’s waste— 
[his tootsteps yonder fair pursue! 


Yet who shail dare presume to raise 
A din of censure, better grudg’d— 
Take, then, the moral of my lays; 
And judge not that ye be not judg'd! 
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